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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This audio guide to the Lorenzetti frescoes in 
the Sala dei Nove is in two parts. Disc 1 (Slice of 
History: 40 minutes) offers background context 
to set the stage, to better understand the cultural 
and political forces that influenced Lorenzetti and 
his patrons. Disc 2 (On-Site Guide: 65 minutes) 
delves into the meaning of the pictorial details and 
expressive inscriptions that embellish the walls of 
the Hall of the Nine. 

Disc 2 is designed for use when you are actually there, in the Palazzo Pubblico in 
Siena, but it can easily become an armchair traveler’s “virtual visit”. The images 
in this booklet are keyed to the tracks on Disc 2. You’ll also find panoramic 
images on-line at www.AudioArtGuides.com. 

To avoid disappointment, please check the open hours of the Palazzo Pubblico 
museum before your visit. Keep in mind that, for the full on-site guide, you will 
want a little over an hour in the Sala dei Nove. The Floor Plan of the upper level 
will help you find your way.

This audio guide is intended to enrich 
your experience of this remarkable 
art site. It is certainly my pleasure 
to accompany you, as together we 
consider the themes and artistry of 
Lorenzetti’s magnificent frescoes in the 
Sala dei Nove.

   Jane

www.JanesSmartArt.com

We’d love to hear your thoughts about this guide. 
Check our website to learn about other Jane’s 
Smart Art Guides™ titles, to read Jane’s blog, to 
register for product news and Smart Picks, and 
for “virtual visit” images.

Sound Engineering: Symphonic Sound Recording, North Hollywood, CA 

The publisher has endeavored to verify the facts contained in this guide, and to ensure that the directions are 
easily followed. If you find an error, please let us know at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com so that we can correct 
it in the next release. The publisher is not responsible for unexpected site closings, the absence of artworks, or 
the inaccessibility of areas included on the tour. We recommend that you confirm opening and closing times 
in advance. Please be aware of your surroundings at all times, as the publisher cannot be held liable for any 
injury or loss that may occur while listening to this guided tour.   

 2008 George Braziller, Inc.  2008 Context Audio Guides, LLC. All rights reserved. 
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KEY TO IMAGES: DISC 2
Image  Tracks
 A City at Peace 6–8
 B Bountiful Countryside 9
 C Court of the Common Good 3–5
 D Court of Tyranny 2 
 E Justice 3
 F Citizens in Concord  5

Should you wish to familiarize yourself 
with the On-Site Guide (Disc 2) before 
your visit to Siena, the small pictures in 
this booklet will allow you to visualize the 
frescoes as you listen to the narration. Or, 
once you’ve been there, you might want to 
take a quick “cultural holiday” refresher! 

If you’re looking for a full-fledged armchair 
travel experience, go to our website at 
www.AudioArtGuides.com to find larger 
images of these panoramic frescoes. Enjoy a 
“virtual visit” into 14thC Sienese life! 
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PLAN OF THE UPPER FLOOR OF THE PALAZZO PUBBLICO, SIENA

To help you keep your bearings, remember that the doorway between 
the Sala del Mappamondo and the Sala dei Nove is in the East wall. 
Thus, the short wall to your right as you enter is the North wall and 
you’ll be facing the West wall.

DISC 1
Slice of History: Background Context

 1. Introduction .................................................... 6:29

 2. An Artful Republic ........................................  10:59

 3. The Commission ............................................. 8:55

 4. The Mission  ................................................... 7:03

 5. Legacy ............................................................. 5:26

 6. Conclusion ...................................................... 3:18

  Slice of History Total  ...........................42:10

DISC 2
On-Site Guide: Inside the Sala Dei Nove

 1. Overview: The Republican Itinerary ..............  12:45

 2. West Wall: Tyranny ........................................... 9:01

 3. North Wall: The Common Good ..................... 6:17

 4. The Virtues ...................................................... 4:53

 5. Citizens in Concord ......................................... 4:27

 6. East Wall: City-State at Peace ............................ 4:38

 7. A Wedding Procession  ..................................... 4:52

 8. Singing & Dancing in the Street  ..................... 3:31

 9. The Bountiful Countryside .............................. 4:08 

10.  The Medallions ................................................ 8:51

 11. Conclusion & Arrivederci ................................ 2:29

  On-Site Guide Total ..............................65:52
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